The first book to focus on St. Lucia's postwar politics, Decolonization in St. Lucia hints at critical elements of Tennyson Joseph's argument from the cover photograph. The iconic picture of St. Lucia's Pitons, a distinguishing feature commonly deployed metonymically and figuring especially in the marketing of the island, shows an idyllic village nestled beneath the Pitons and the Soufrière Estate Diamond range. But this tranquil scene, with its notable absence of human life, also hints at the book's argument that St. Lucia's postwar politics manifested a missed opportunity at decolonization of the "radical" variety that is a condition for the exercise of a genuine or unlimited sovereignty. In other words, the Pitons depict the way the island "sells" itself, producing a default landscape that reflects the passiveness of its politics of decolonization.
Joseph, Compton's definition of government as an "umpire," as opposed to being a "participant," underscored a project whereby St. Lucia would serve the interests of global capital rather than setting and carrying out its own sovereign agenda. As a result, the anticolonial stance was blunted, and the shackles of colonialism were securely fastened to the politics of state building on the island. The island's legislators, according to Joseph, thus played into the hands of Britain, which was eager to "reap economic benefits from a dying colonialism" (p. 33).
With the rise in 1982 of a more radical nationalist group under the auspices of the St. Lucia Labour Party (the SLP), Joseph argues that the way was opened for a substantive decolonizing path, given the radical nationalism of its leaders, particularly George Odlum and Peter Josie. But overtaken by structural adjustment policies and the rise of neoliberalism, the party was hamstrung by some of the previous government's procapitalist policies and wracked by internecine leadership struggles. These factors led to the implosion of the SLP, cutting short the possibilities for a stronger development of sovereignty. With the UWP once again at the helm, St. Lucia sank even further into the ambit of neoliberalism over the next fifteen years. Perhaps nothing was more indicative of this development than the restructuring of the island's [economic] mainstay, the banana industry. Into the 1990s banana production had been organized under a parastatal body, the St. Lucia Banana Growers' Association (whose directors were handpicked by the government). However, the free trade regime, encouraged by general grower dissatisfaction with the association, encouraged the proliferation of private companies, all vying for small farmer support. Now operating in a world of "free" competition as a result of the World Trade Organization's ruling that prohibited the continuation of preferential access to British markets, tens of thousands of farmers found it unviable to continue producing bananas and shifted to other sectors of the economy. In fact, Joseph concludes that the "new" (labour) SLP which came into office in 1997 under Kenny Anthony's leadership facilitated this privatization of the banana industry. Mimicking the style and rhetoric of Tony Blair's New Labour in the United Kingdom, the new party projected its strength as an able manager under the mantra of "good governance" (incidentally coincident with the post-Washington consensus). Joseph argues that in spite of the electorate's resistance to neoliberal globalization, the SLP government rationalized its implementation of divestment policies and pursued poverty reduction programs, thereby acquiescing to neoliberal mandates.
